COMMUNIST  PARTY  HOUSING  “SPECIAL” 


ONE  PENNY 


Up  with  the  houses 
-down  with  the  rents 


ARE  YOU  IN  THE 
HOUSING  QUEUE? 

HE  housing  agents  of  today  are  the  Government  and  your  local 
Council.  Are  you  waiting  for  them  to  provide  you  with  a  house 
or  flat? 

If  so — the  Communist  Party  advises  you  to  try  this  way  of  getting 
served  more  quickly : 

There  are  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  of  home-hunters  where 
you  live.  Get  together — and  push  the  Council.  Push  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  get  the  Council  to  push. 

This  is  the  way  to  set  about  it. 

Do  you  know  of  other  people,  besides  yourself,  who  need  a  new 
place?  Get  them  together,  in  a  meeting.  Choose  one  or  two  to 
speak  for  you.  Send  them  to  see  your  local  Councillors. 

As\  the  Councillors  what  they  are  doing  to  speed-up  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  houses.  As\  for  definite  facts  of  when  and  where  the 
new  houses  will  he  ready. 

Keep  on  going,  to  check  up  on  progress. 

Your  first  meeting  may  be  small;  but  the  movement  will  quickly 
grow.  Once  the  news  gets  round,  you  will  be  able  to  have  larger 
meetings. 

Send  deputations  to  your  Council’s  Housing  Committee,  to  the 
Council  itself  and  to  your  M.P.  when  he  is  in  your  constituency. 

If  there  are  Communist  Councillors  where  you  live — go  to  see 
them.  They  will  fight  hardest  for  you. 

The  Communist  Party  will  gladly  give  you  help  to  organise  your 
meetings  and  appoint  your  spokesmen.  Go  to  see  the  Secretary 
of  your  nearest  Branch.  You  can  get  details  from  the  Head  Office, 
whose  address  is  on  page  4. 

No  excuse  can  justify  the  slowness  of  house-building.  Read  the 
facts  in  this  paper  and  judge  for  yourself. 


The  squatters  (top)  think  a  roof  of  their 
own  is  better  than  none.  Good  luck  to 
them  !  During  the  war,  huge  army  camps 
went  up  in  weeks.  The  Government  should 
organise  the  same  drive  for  civilian  homes 
like  these  “  show  ”  houses  which  were  put 
up  as  labour-saving  experiments 


Made  to  me 
lightful  labc 
can  be  yours 
m 


Houses  for 
are  possible  i 
side  and  ins 


Remember  the  Spitfire 
campaign' 
of  spirit 

for  houses 


?  That’s  the  kind 
we  want  today 


Yesterday— t  ank 
Today— houses. 


Your  Council 
has  the  power 

NOT  GOOD  ENOUGH  "Y"  OUR  Council  is  Housing  Agent  No.  i.  It 

’  J-  ran  r 


13,000  houses  finished  and  35,000 
temporary  pre-fabs  occupied  by  the 
end  of  June  :  Labour  was  expected  to 
do  better. 

The  Government  must  lead  a  fight 
to  get  the  job  done. 

Tell  the  public  how  many  houses 
will  be  built  and  when  they  will  be 
ready.  Make  housing  a  Cabinet 
Minister’s  only  job:  how  can  the 
Minister  of  Health  fit  it  into  his 
other  work? 

Compel  building  material  makers 
to  cut  prices  and  produce  more. 

Take  over  the  land  and  lease  it  to 
the  Councils.  Fix  maximum  prices. 

The  Government  has  the  power : 
it  must  use  it. 


Decide  the  number,  quality  and  types  of  houses 
and  flats. 

Get  four  houses  built  for  Council  tenants,  to 
every  one  for  private  landlords. 

Decide  when  and  where  houses  will  be  built, 
and  who  will  build  them. 

Prevent  the  use  of  labour  and  materials  on  non- 
essential  work. 

Get  priority  in  labour  and  materials. 

Get  supplies  in  bulk  and  hire  machinery  from 
the  Government. 

Get  all  tire  land  it  needs.  Landowners  can  be 
over-ruled  if  the  Government  agrees. 

Get  all  the  money  it  wants  at  2^4%  interest. 

Get  subsidies  from  die  Government  for  every 
house  built. 

Buy  finished  houses  and  let  them  to  Council 
tenants. 

Get  supplies  of  ready-made  permanent  houses 
from  the  Government. 


planes,  guns! 
npitals,  schools ! 


Here’s  a  fine,  modern 
house,  made  of  steel  ! — 
one  of  many  ways  of 
bringing  factories  into  the 
production  of  homes 


ie  in  a  factory,  this  de¬ 
laying  kitchen  {above') 
hur  Council  puts  up  the 
i|  j ary  demand 

\ing  people  li\e  these 
Pleasant  designs  out- 
comfortable  to  live  in. 


What  your 
Council  should  do 

"Y  OUR  Council  should  : 

Announce  the  number  of  houses  and  flats 
to  be  built;  when  they  will  be  ready;  the  rents  to 
be  charged. 

Publish  monthly  reports  of  progress. 

Stop  the  use  of  labour  and  material  on  non- 
essential  work. 

Demand  reduced  prices  for  building  materials. 

Insist  on  greater  manufacture  of  materials  by 
the  Government. 

See  that  Joint  Production  Committees  cover  all 
building  jobs. 

Make  sure  that  good  wages  and  conditions  are 
provided  to  the  building  workers. 

Order  large  numbers  of  ready-made  permanent 
houses  from  the  Government. 

Demand  reduction  of  interest  rates  on  out¬ 
standing  housing  loans  to  2*4  per  cent. 

Press  the  Government  to  take  over  the  land 
required  and  lease  it  to  the  Council. 

More  Communists 
needed  on  Councils 

There  are  several  hundred  Communist  Coun¬ 
cillors.  They  lead  the  fight  for  more  houses  and 
speedier  methods  of  building. 

Communist  Councillors  helped  the  bombed-out 
tenants  to  win  their  fight  against  rent  increases. 

Communist  Councillors  are  now  helping 
Council  tenants  to  fight  demands  for  higher  rents. 

When  you  send  a  Communist  on  to  the  Council, 
you  can  depend  on  a  loyal  representative  who  will 
stand  up  for  working  people. 

Give  the  Communists  your  backing  :  you  will 
be  able  to  compel  even  Tory-controlled  Councils 
to  function  to  the  greater  advantage  of  working 
people. 


HOUSES  READY-MADE 
&  MADE  TO  MEASURE 

A  RCHITECTS,  builders  and  en- 
^gineers — people  with  years  of 
experience — have  designed  houses 
that  can  be  made  in  factories  on  a 
large  scale,  and  assembled  on  the 
site. 

Before  the  war  we  were  making  a 
good  part  of  our  houses,  like  stair¬ 
cases,  windows,  fireplaces,  and  so  on, 
in  factories.  On  some  large  build¬ 
ings  and  blocks  of  flats,  factory 
methods  were  applied  with  great 
success.  In  some  countries,  like 
U.S.A.,  Sweden  and  France,  factory 
methods  for  building  houses  have 
been  used  for  many  years. 

Our  British  experts  have  made  use 
of  all  this  knowledge  to  produce 
houses  to  suit  British  tastes  and  built 
of  British  materials.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  has  approved  a  number  of 
types,  and  invited  the  Councils  to 
place  their  orders  so  that  large-scale 
manufacture  can  proceed. 

And  yet  only  24,000  steel  houses, 
1,400  Howard  houses,  9,000  Airey 
houses  and  a  few  thousand  of  the 
other  types  have  been  ordered.  By 
the  beginning  of  August,  only  5,000 
of  these  made-to-measure  houses 
were  being  put  up. 

How  many  has  YOUR  Council 
ordered  ? 


Councils  can  hire  machinery  like  this  from  the 
Government  to  speed  up  building.  Top  and  bottom : 
Machines  for  levelling  sites  and  digging.  Middle : 
Power-hoist,  to  lift  materials  up  scaffolding. 


KEEP  RENTS  DOWN! 

IN  many  parts  of  the  country  Councils  are  asking  for  higher 
rents.  This  is  the  Communist  Party’s  opinion  : 

More  for  rent  means  less  for  food  and  clothes. 

Increased  Council  rents  today  give  a  stronger  case  for 
private  landlords  to  raise  rents  tomorrow. 

High  rents  should  come  down  to  the  low  level — not  the 
other  way  round. 

Rents  of  Council  houses  should  stay  as  they  are. 

If  the  Council  needs  money  for  housing — don’t  soak 
working  people  by  increasing  rents  or  rates. 

Reduce  rates  of  interest  on  old  housing  loans  to  2^4  per 
cent.  This  will  bring  the  Council  thousands  of  pounds  a  year 
— more  than  all  the  rent  increases.  The  banks  and  insurance 
companies  would  have  to  pay  :  they  can  afford  it. 

Cut  the  profits  on  building  materials.  This  would  lower  the 
cost  of  new  building,  and  repairs  and  re-decorations  to  the  old. 

Reduce  the  rents  of  new  Council  houses  by  getting  larger 
subsidies  from  the  Government. 

The  Communist  Party  will  help  tenants  to  fight  these  unjust 
and  unnecessary jrent  increases. 

A  job  for  building  workers 

Building  workers  know  how  to  get  the  work  done  better 
and  quicker.  They  know  whether  labour  is  used  effectively 
or  wasted.  They  know  if  black  market  jobs  are  being  done. 

The  Trades  Council  should  call  a  conference  of  building 
union  branches  and  set  up  a  Housing  Advisory  Committee  to 
assist  the  local  Council. 

Joint  Production  Committees  representing  workers  and 
employers  should  cover  all  building  jobs. 


BECOME  A  MEMBER 
OF  THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY 

The  Communist  Party 

•  assists  working  people  to  win 
better  conditions  of  life  and  work; 

•  helps  working  people  to  influence 
local,  national  and  international 
affairs  in  their  favour; 

•  aims  at  the  establishment  of 
Socialism  in  Britain. 


Details  from: 

THE  COMMUNIST  PARTY 

16  King  Street 
London,  W.C.I 
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